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On July 5, Uruguayan voters had the opportunity to express their opinion on the government's
privatization law. Voters had two options: a white slip of paper representing preference for total
dismantlment of privatization legislation, and a pink slip representing reforms to the law. Turnout of
a minimum 25% of the electorate, or 581,069 individuals, was required to justify a national plebiscite
on the issue. A total of 437,612 voters cast white slips, and 20,906, the pink slip. Government officials
claimed that results showed support for the privatization law. The political opposition asserted
that votes required to force the plebiscite will be forthcoming at a similar "voluntary consultation"
of the electorate scheduled for October. Under Uruguayan law, a followup round of voting on the
issue must occur within 90 days. If 25% of the electorate vote in the next round, a plebiscite will
take place the following month. Voting is obligatory in plebiscites, in contrast to "consultations."
President Luis Alberto Lacalle said that when voters decided to stay home on July 5, they were
giving "tacit support" to the government's program. The Pro-Referendum Commission comprised
of leftist political parties, a broad cross-section from the National and Colorado parties, trade unions
and grassroots organizations said the low turnout demonstrated "intense electoral dissatisfaction,"
inadequate publicity, concern with more immediate economic problems, and general confusion over
the issue. Uruguay has held 15 national plebiscites, 14 of which were on constitutional questions.
The most recent took place in November 1989. On July 7, President Lacalle said the government will
not change its privatization schedule prior to November. Preliminary qualification of bidders in the
sale of telecommunications company Antel was set to begin the following week. (Sources: Spanish
news service EFE, 07/05/92; Inter Press Service, 07/06/92; Agence France-Presse, 07/06/92, 07/07/92)
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